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Trinity Reformed Church United Church of Christ
No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

We worship onsite and online Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
November 6, 2022

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

November 13, 2022 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday School 8:30 am
Noisy Offering during worship
November 20, 2022 Reign of Christ
Coffee & Conversation after worship
November 27, 2022 First Sunday in Advent (Hope)
Sunday School 8:30 am

Haggai 1:15b-2:9
2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38
Isaiah 65:7-25
2 Thessalonians 3:6-1
Luke 21:5-19
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:35-43
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Onsite worship at 532 East Main Street, Collegeville, PA. The sanctury and Hendricks Room,
our social hall, are handicapped accessible via the ramp. Sunday School is held downstairs,
across from the church office.
Online worship via:
FACEBOOK - https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUCCCollegeville.
YOUTUBE - https://tinyurl.com/Trinity1854..
Recordings posted on the “Pastor’s Page.”
Trouble connecting? Please call the church during the week at 610-489-4223.
We want to help you get and stay connected!
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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Family and Friends of Trinity,
October sure has been a busy month for many of us and I am amazed by what we have
accomplished. Hosting a Pumpkin Patch was a major endeavor and, while I never
doubted that we could do it, I am nevertheless overjoyed by how everything fell into
place and how all of you stepped up!
The Pumpkin Patch ended on October 31st and altogether we sold over 2/3rds of the
pumpkins that were delivered - despite the, at times, cold and rainy weather. The
remaining pumpkins went to two different local farms for animal feed. It is amazing to
know that our efforts supported not only our church but also a Navajo reservation
(where the pumpkins originated), the driver that drove them here, and now these small
area farms. Your efforts brought blessings to many!
Last month on this page here, I mentioned that, when envisioning Trinity 1, 5, or even
10 years from now, those attending our visioning meeting imagined Trinity as active,
vital, growing (spiritually), contemporary, experimental, curious, enthusiastic,
participative, and connected, among others. I believe the last four weeks were already
a sign of not only thinking about the future but also about living that future into being.
And there is more to come!
As you will read in this newsletter, the Music Committee is inviting all of you to an
Advent Brunch & Music Program on December 4th. Why not bring a family member or a
friend? Bring any instrument you play as well, so we can all sing carols together.
Before December, however, comes Thanksgiving on November 24th. In 2018 and 2019,
Trinity opened its doors for a Thanksgiving Potluck with turkey and mashed potatoes
donated by Peg and me. We had a lot of fun and, after taking a break during the
pandemic in 2020 and 2021, were looking forward to hosting the potluck once again this
year. However, this year -with an increased demand on my schedule and with Peg
working full time - it just does not seem possible to put the time that is necessary into
planning this event. I am deeply sorry but look, of course, forward to seeing all of you at
weekly worship, Coffee & Conversation, and the December 4th Brunch & Music
Program!
Blessings and peace to you!
Pastor Suzanne
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Connecting with each other
Our Facebook Page for Church Members. The purpose is to enhance &
encourage communication between members without compromising
privacy. www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityCollegevilleMembers .
Not a Member? Let’s talk about it! Contact Pastor Suzanne about joining Trinity!

Noisy Offering
The Sunday School class will take a noisy offering benefitting charities of their choice
during worship on the 2nd Sunday beginning in September. Offerings taken during
Sunday School will benefit Sabitha, a youth in India, through the child sponsorship
program.

LOOKING AHEAD
November 8 – Trinity serves as polling place for the elections.
November 16 - Service & Project Group 10am – Service and Project Room – downstairs
November 24 – Thanksgiving. Church Office closed
November 25 –Church Office closed
November 26 - American Red Cross - Hendricks Room – 10 AM to 3PM; please register
at https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
November 28 – Council meeting in Freeland at 7PM
Please be on the lookout for upcoming events for volunteering, and for fellowship in
this newsletter, in our bulletins, and on our website at www.trinityucccollegeville.org

Altar/Memorial Flowers
Altar Flowers for the months of November/December are sponsored by:
11/06/2022
Ann Ullmann
12/11/2022
The White Family
11/13/2022
Linda Augustine
12/18/2022
The Hurst Family
11/20/2022
Bev & Don Young
12/25/2022
Mary Ellen &
11/27/2022
Lynne Paul
Glenn Delwane
12/4/2022
Jen & John Knighton
If you wish to sponsor flowers or have your name removed,
please contact the office at 610-489-4223 or email us at
office@trinityucccollegeville.org A complete list of dates and
sponsors can be found in the lower vestibule of the church.
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Planning Ahead
An invitation from our Music Committee

Please join us on December 4th, for a covered dish brunch and fellowship in Hendricks
Room after our morning worship service.
Following the brunch, we will meet in the sanctuary for a music program of bells, band,
and carol singing. If you play an instrument, bring it to church that day to play carols for
a carol sing-a-long. Music will be provided.

UCC NEWS

Go to https://www.ucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Climate-HopeCards-Drawing-Sheet.pdf to download the art contest coloring page.
For more info visit https://www.ucc.org/climatehopecards/ and watch a video at
https://tinyurl.com/climatehopecards
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TRINITY ON A MISSION
“Goobles & Gravy” Thanksgiving Food Drive
With Thanksgiving just around the corner, this month we are
collecting “thanksgiving” food items – including stuffing,
cranberry sauce, green beans, etc. as well as gift cards for
grocery stores to allow families to purchase anything they need for their tradition feast
– including Turkeys. Please drop your donations into any of the donation bins or the
downstairs donation closet. THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Christmas at

The mission of Bethany Children’s Home is to continue an open and affirming Christian
ministry, begun in 1863, to serve children and families within their care. Bethany strives
to provide a safe place of nurture, protection, and supportive care to aid their residents
in their self-understanding, growth, and healing toward a brighter, healthier future.
Bethany’s vision is of a community where all youth and team members are safe in their
environment and feel safe within themselves. To bring this vision into reality, Bethany
provides the resources needed to children and families to work through their losses,
enabling them to have a brighter future.
A Wishlist can be found at https://bethanyhome.org/holidays-at-bethany, picked up at
the church, or we can make other arrangements to get one to you. The Wishlist, as
always, contains many crafts and sports items as well as cottage needs.
If purchasing online, please have items shipped to Trinity and not Bethany. You may, of
course, also bring your donations to church. All donations will be dropped off at the
same time by us, to make it easier and safer for the volunteers and staff at Bethany.
Donations need to be received by Trinity no later than December 11th.
Thank you to everyone that can give. Bethany Children’s Home appreciates your
kindness and generosity.
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Pumpkin Patch Update
Submitted by Jim Gainor and Bev Altemose. Both serve currently as council members.
Jim is our current council president and chair of the Human Resources committee and
Bev chairs the Christian Education committee.
Hello everyone.
Our first ever Pumpkin Patch fund raising event resulted in sales of more than $4,000.
Seventy-five percent of the proceeds go to Pumpkin Patch Fundraisers (PPF), the
organization with whom we worked, to pay for the farming of the pumpkins and their
transportation to us. PPF’s operations take place on the Navajo Indian Reservation in
New Mexico. Their farm workers are 95% Native American. The remaining 25% of the
proceeds stay with Trinity, resulting in a net income of over $1000, in addition to various
donations, for us. According to PPF, churches see an increase in revenue year after year.
We had many wonderful customers who indicated that they would be back if we do this
next year.
It was very satisfying to see that we were able to provide a venue for many of our
college students and community groups to purchase pumpkins. The dorm next to our
church even had their own little carving contest!
As chairpersons for this event, we would like to thank everyone for supporting this
effort by helping to set up and dismantle the pumpkin patch, volunteering for 2-hour
sales shifts, buying pumpkins, donating supplies and money, and/or encouraging others.
Those who volunteered for shift work had the added benefit of getting to know more
about someone in our congregation who was volunteering at the same time.
We wish to especially thank Jim & Ralph’s Produce on Ridge Pike for lending their wood
pallets to us, the Jones family for the donation of a credit card reader to be used at the
patch and for future fundraising endeavors, and the Snowden and Conard families for
donations of canopies/tents.
If anyone has suggestions for a more successful future Pumpkin Patch event please do
not hesitate to let us know..
If you would like to share something to be published in the next newsletter, please
submit it to the church office for consideration.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE SUMMARY
Year-To-Date through September 31, 2022 - Prepared Oct. 2022 by Ed Snowden
CONTRIBUTIONS: Contributions
were less than budget by
<$1,457> in September. As the
graphs shows, the trend is
improving slightly. Our YTD
weekly average shortfall is
<$442> slightly improved.
The general checking account is a
negative <$11,817>.
EXPENSES: September expenses
were unfavorable to budget by
<$2,281>. The flat-line budgeting
for insurance causes overages the
last month of every quarter. This
month the insurance overage is
<$2,923>.
The 3rd quarter overall expenses
were below budget by $2,323.
YTD MARGIN: Our church operating
margin (income less expenses) is
unfavorable by <$21,539> which
represents an average shortfall of
<$2,393> per month. This is primarily
due to continued shortfalls in weekly
contributions
SUMMARY: The trend continues to
reflect a shortfall in Sunday service
contributions needed to pay the minimal expenses being used to operate our church.
The trend has improved slightly; however, we need to continue to work toward
increasing contributions and supports. Please consider increasing your contribution just
slightly. Thank you.
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Care Through Prayer
To volunteer for our Care Through prayer Ministry,
please contact the Church Office or e-mail Mary Ellen
DeWane at mdewane@ursinus.edu. You will receive a list
of members to pray for. You may or may not know who
they are by name or what their needs are, but God does.

Prayer Box - Please make time for these
special requests!
We are people of prayer! Please continue to pray for our church and our missions as
well as those who are in our “prayer box” in the weekly bulletin and posted below.
Please email office@trinityucccollegeville.org or call 610-489-4223 with new prayer
requests or to let us know if prayer has been answered so that we can keep this list as
up to date as possible.
Please include the following individuals/causes to your daily prayers this month:
Special Requests: Cousin Ray & Charlene (cousin of Beth Z) • Lisa K.(for family
member placed in hospice), her daughter Jennie, and Jade (granddaughter of her
cousin) • Audrey & son Michael S. • Laura M (mother of Heather W), brother Mike,
father Bruce, Gavin (friends’ son), friend Jer • Eric & family (friend of Beth Z.) •
Shannon C. & Family • George D. • Bill D. & family (Brother of Lynne P) • Nick V.
and partner Joe • Rob S & Family (serious car accident, friend of Pat M.) • Pastor
Suzanne’s family in Florida (multiple hospitalizations) • Jack (father of Sherry W.)
and Ashley. Thanksgiving for Brayden (age 12) finishing chemo & radiation and
being declared cancer free.)
Ongoing Requests: Connie C. (mother of Missy W.) • Bob C. (Father of Missy W.) •
Jackie H. (daughter of Angela S.) • Hubie B. • Leslie H. • Joan R. • Flo S. • Ron H.
(friend of Earl & Cheryl H) • Nera K. (Aunt of Nick V.) • Mary Ellen & Glenn D. • Deb
S. • Pastor Suzanne • Ruth F.
Last names in prayer requests are omitted for privacy reasons
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Fun For All Ages
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Poinsettia Orders
It isn’t December yet, but we are already planning ahead! Traditionally, the church
sanctuary is decorated with poinsettias for Christmas Eve Services. If you would like to
order a poinsettia plant/s to decorate our sanctuary, please complete the attached form
and, along with your payment, place it in the
offering plate or return it to the church office
by, December 14th. The cost of each
poinsettia plant is $11.00.
Make checks payable to “Trinity Reformed
UCC” and note “Poinsettia Order” in the
memo field and enclose the “2022 Poinsettia
Order Form”. You may bring home your
poinsettia/s between the end of worship on
December 25th and January 8th.
Cut here and submit with your payment

2022 Poinsettia Order Form
Number of Plants: _______ x $11.00 = ___________
Given by: ____________________________________
In memory of: ________________________________
(Optional)
(please print)
OR
In honor of: __________________________________
(Optional)
(please print)
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NEW EMAILS FOR TRINITY!
Office: office@trinityucccollegeville.org
Pastor: pastor@trinityucccollegeville.org

WE ARE HIRING:
ORGANIST & OFFICE STAFF
See www.trinityucccollegeville.org
for details!

Pastor:
Office
Pianist:
Sextons:

Voice Choirs:
Bell Choirs:

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Suzanne Schwarz-Green
pastor@trinityucccollegeville.org
Mike Ruhl (Interim)
Earl Hallman
Cheryl Hallman
Pat Diehl
Carolyn Santoro
Cindy Golden

THE BELL TEAM
Coordinator:
Peg Schwarz-Green
Ann Ullman
John & Audrey Schmidt
Carol Washburn
Cindy Golden
And others who help with folding and labeling!
Next Newsletter mailing day: November 28th

For worship information and other
updates, please check our website at
TrinityUCCcollegeville.org, call the
office at 610-489-4223, or email us at
office@trinityucccollegeville.org
Please notify the office if you need a
large print version of The Bell!
Let us know if you received this
newsletter in error or if your address
has changed. Trinity has to pay for
any returned issues of The Bell.

