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Trinity Reformed Church United Church of Christ
No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

December 2021

December 5, 2021
December 12, 2021
December 19, 2021
December 24, 2021
December 26, 2021

Second Sunday of Advent
“Laying the Foundation (Peace)”
Third Sunday of Advent
“A Home for All (Joy)”
Fourth Sunday of Advent
“Seeking Sanctuary (Love)”
Christmas Eve
“Invited Home”
First Sunday after Christmas
“Chosen Home”

Luke 1:57-80
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-18
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Luke 1:39-55
Please See Page 5
Luke 2:41-52
Colossians 3:12-17

We worship in-person and online at 9:30am. More info on Page 3

What else is happening?
December 10, 2021: Last day for gifts for Bethany Children’s Home
December 19, 2021: Coffee and Conversation (immediately following worship service)
December 20, 2021: Folding & Mailing of the January Bell Newsletter
December 20, 2021: Council Meeting at 7pm via ZOOM
All are invited to attend. Please contact the office for online info
December 25, 2021: Christmas Day (No Service)
December 28, 2021: American Red Cross Blood Drive – Hendricks Room.
Register online.
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Dear Siblings in Christ –
And just like that we have arrived at December, the end of our
calendar year and the beginning of our church year, and we begin
this liturgical year as always with waiting – we are waiting again,
and we are still waiting.
It seems we have been collectively holding our breath and
waiting since March 2020. Yes, things are different this year than
they were last year; we are worshiping in person now, we have begun to sing our
beloved hymns together once again, Sunday School is back, and we are planning for
Advent and Christmas services together and in person (see page 5). Nevertheless, we
also continue to wait for the pandemic to be over and for all of life to go back to feeling
normal – whatever that normal may be. I can’t help but wonder: Is the end in sight? Is
this finally the homestretch?
That is a fitting question for Advent. As Sarah (Are) Speed, one of the collaborators of
our “Close to Home” Advent series writes:
“Advent feels a little like the last hour of a road trip. We are close to
home. God is coming. We can feel it in our bones – something is
about to change. During Advent, we get a glimpse of a world
saturated with peace, hope, love, and joy. During Advent,
we get a glimpse of a world with angel choruses…
So this Advent, I hope you’ll journey with us as we take steps to move
closer to the home God envisions for us – a home saturated with hope,
peace, love, and joy. Are we there yet? No, but with God’s help we
can get closer every day.”
Advent is all about acknowledging that we are people on a journey who live in the
liminal space of feeling close to home but not yet there. In Advent we acknowledge that
God has come close and yet we yearn for God to do so again. It is my hope that you will
join us this Advent as we journey “Close to Home” while also realizing that we are
already home in Christ and that Christ also has made his home in us.
May you have a blessed Advent and Christmas season.
Deep Peace,
Pastor Suzanne
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WORSHIP
Trinity currently worships in person and online Sundays at 9:30 AM. While we would
love for everybody to able to attend onsite and in-person services at Trinity, we know
that is not always possible. Therefore we continue to livestream and record our
services.
Please note: If you do not see worship livestreaming at 9:30 AM, there may have been
technical problems and the worship will be uploaded after worship has ended!
FACEBOOK. This is the most reliable way of enjoying live worship online.
To view the service on Facebook, please go to our public Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUCCCollegeville.
RECORDINGS of our worship services are also available on our website at
www.TrinityUCCCollegeville.org. Just click on the link to Pastor Suzanne’s
page on the front page or on the menu bar of the website. Please note
that, in most cases, recordings are not available there until Monday.
YOUTUBE. Our YouTube Channel can be accessed by going to
https://tinyurl.com/Trinity1854. Please note that YouTube has changed
its live stream policies and we have trouble streaming to YouTube.
Please use Facebook instead for accessing the livestream.
Please continue to check our website for updates.
If you are having any difficulty connecting to our online worship service, please call the
church at 610-489-4223. We want to help you stay connected!

Connecting with each other
Trinity has a Facebook Page for Church Members. It’s easy to join –
go to facebook.com/groups/576970809435324 and request to join
the group. The purpose of the group is to enhance and encourage
communication between members without compromising privacy.
Not a Member? Let’s talk about it! Contact Pastor Suzanne to talk
about membership. We would love to formally welcome you!
Pleae continue to check our website and Facebook page for more activities for members
and non-members in the future and depending on the progress of the pandemic!
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Upcoming Events
Coffee and Conversation – December 19th
During the summer months we have enjoyed Lemonade On The
Lawn after each worship service. Now that it is getting colder,
Coffee and Conversation on the third Sunday of each month
immediately following the 9:30 a.m. service, a tradition that had
been on hold because of the pandemic, will finally continue.
Coffee, tea, and light refreshments will be served during this time
of fellowship.
To sponsor an upcoming month, please contact the Hospitality
Committee via the Church Office at TrinityUCC1854@verizon.net,
by calling 610-489-4223, or simply sign up on the bulletin board in
the lower vestibule of the church.

Annual Meeting
Please mark the Annual
Meeting date on your calendar
and plan to attend. The
participation of all members of
Trinity is important!
Committee leaders, please
make sure to get your Annual
Reports to the office as soon as
possible but no later than
January 10th. It takes time for
the office to assemble and print
the reports!
Please let Pastor Suzanne know
if there is anything that you
would like to see included in
the agenda for the meeting.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
We are so happy to announce that Sunday School
for ages 3 to 12 started on Sunday, November 14th.
We celebrated the start of our Sunday School year
with a RALLY DAY in Hendricks Room. The kids got
reacquainted, met their teachers, and participated in music, games, crafts, and snacks.
Sunday school will be held twice a month, always on the 2nd and 4th Sunday, and will
begin at 8:30am. Please have your children arrive a few minutes early to get settled.
Peg Schwarz-Green and Bev Altemose will teach on the 2nd Sunday. Shannon and
Courtney Conard will be teaching on the 4th Sunday. Our curriculum, CELEBRATE
WONDER is exceptional and very exciting. It encourages kids to wonder...to ask
questions and to explore the Bible and the meaning it has for their lives. Shannon,
Courtney, Peg and Bev are enthusiastically looking forward to celebrating wonder with
your children.
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Ringers (Young or Young-At-Heart) Wanted
We are looking to start up the youth bell choir again after Christmas,
but with a fun TWIST. This year, we'd like to plan for a
multigenerational bell choir. Children (3rd grade and up) and
interested older youth and adults are invited to play in a BEGINNER
bell choir. Wouldn't it be exciting to see each youth ringer come
with an adult and double the fun? Or maybe you are an adult
interested in starting as a beginner. We welcome you to the mix
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY.
The notes are circled in the music - you don't have to read music to
play. It's all about counting (to 3 or 4, and occasionally 6).
We could either rehearse at 8:30 AM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month (which is
the alternate schedule as the Sunday School), or we could rehearse after church on the
2nd and 4th Sundays (children come for Sunday School at 8:30, stay for worship, and
then have a rehearsal after worship). The schedule can be decided on by the choir
members/families. We'd rehearse twice a month. We will play in church when we get
comfortable enough to do so.
Cindy Golden will visit the Sunday School with some bells and chimes after the Holidays
and answer any questions they kids may have. Look for news about a trial mini-ring in
early January for those of you who are on the fence about ringing. We will ring some
chimes and bells and even ring through a practice bell piece, so you see how easy it is to
know when to ring.
If you have ANY questions or ANY interest in playing in this unique
choir, please email Cindy Golden at cgolden451@msn.com or let
the office know Please consider playing with us. There are
children eager to play, but we need a minimum number to
effectively cover the notes in our music.

bell

Not a ringer? How about joining our chancel choir? Or join
both!
Talk to our choir director Carolyn Santoro or let the office you if
you are interested in singing with the chancel choir!
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Christmas at

The mission of Bethany Children’s Home is to continue an open and affirming Christian
ministry, begun in 1863, to serve children and families within their care. Bethany strives
to provide a safe place of nurture, protection, and supportive care to aid their residents
in their self-understanding, growth, and healing toward a brighter, healthier future.
Bethany’s vision is of a community where all youth and team members are safe in their
environment and feel safe within themselves. To bring this vision into reality, Bethany
provides the resources needed to children and families to work through their losses,
enabling them to have a brighter future.
Trinity has supported Bethany for many years. Please help us to continue this tradition.
To keep the gift giving as safe and easy as possible, Trinity has begun a CHARITY WISH
LIST on Amazon. On the list you will find items requested by Bethany for the children
and youths. Items include games, books, crafts, sports, and cottage needs.
Bethany youth are 10-21 years of age. Age-appropriate
gifts are requested with consideration of parental
warning, modesty and safety. These gifts include
bedding and bath needs, clothing for teen girls and
boys, educational and recreational items, music and art
education. to name a few. To see the complete list and
gifts, please go to:

https://amz.run/4ziL
Items will be shipped to Trinity and dropped off all at once to make it easier and safer
for the volunteers and staff at Bethany. You may, of course, also shop elsewhere and
bring your donations to church. Donations need to be received by Trinity no later than
December 10th. Thank you to everyone that is able to give. Bethany Children’s Home
appreciates your kindness and generosity!
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Care Through Prayer
“CARE THROUGH PRAYER”, is a prayer ministry designed to lift
up our church family through the power of prayer.
We urgently need more volunteers for our Care Through Prayer
Ministry. To volunteer, please contact the Church Office or email Mary Ellen DeWane at mdewane@ursinus.edu. You will
receive a list of members to pray for. You may or may not
know who they are by name or what their needs are, but God does. Help us to join
together with the Holy Spirit in lifting up our church family in prayer.

Prayer Box
Please continue to pray for those who are in our “prayer box”. Please email
Trinityucc1854@verizon.net or call 610-489-4223 to make updates to this list. Let us
know if prayer has been answered or if new prayers need added.
Special Requests: Connie, (Mother of

Ongoing Prayer Needs: Michael S. • Linda

daughter-in-law of Sherry W.) • Connie D. •
Bill D. & family (Brother of Lynne P) • Jim K.
(son-in-law of Anne U., cancer) • Kate & Baby
(friend of Cheryl & Earl) • Jer and Whitney
(friends of Heather W.) • Lindsay J. & Family
(friends & neighbors of the Snowden Family)
• Family of Lynne M. (friend of Pastor, who
died of leukemia) • Linda J. (for the loss of
her mother Virginia Lee C.)

M. (friend of Pat M.) • Susan B., Alex P.,
(friends of Betsy W.) • Dora M. • Angela S. •
Pat M. • Lois G.• Peggy B. (friend of Karolyn
M.) • Hubie B. • Leslie H. • Joan R. • Flo S. •
Josephine R. • Ron H. (friend of Earl & Cheryl
H) • Bill (father-in-law of Deb S.) • Nera K.
(Aunt of Nick V.) • Brent & family, and Dick
(nephew, brother of Deb S.) • Mary Ellen &
Glenn D.

Please note that the BELL is posted online. Last names have been omitted for privacy reasons.

Memorial Flowers
Flowers for the month of December will be contributed by:
December 5th
Jon & Jen Knighton
December 12th
Nicholas Vlaisavljevic
December 19th
The Hurst Family
December 26th
Mary Ellen & Glenn DeWane
If you are interested in sponsoring Altar Flowers or have
questions about sponsoring flowers, please call 610-489-4223 or
email Trinityucc1854@verizon.net
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Financial Update
For the month of October, income and expense rebounded from an unexpected shortfall
in September. Income exceeded the monthly budgeted amount by $16,596 and expenses
were $2,632 less than projected. With a shortfall in September of $7,211, October’s
income of $30,799 not only made up for the shortfall but put Trinity into the fiscal positive
for 2021! For the collective months, January through October, Trinity is $11,249 positive
on our income statement. This is only possible through your continued, generous giving
and Council’s watchful eye on how church funds are spent. In the coming weeks, the
Finance Committee and Church Council will be creating and scrutinizing the proposed
2022 budget in advance of our annual meeting.

Supporting Trinity Through Your Giving
Church Council is forever grateful for your gracious and faithful giving
to Trinity. Please reach out if you need help in navigating the various
contribution options: (a) Contact your bank and they can send a check
to the church; (b) Mail a check to the church at 532 East Main Street,
Collegeville, PA 19426; or (c) Go to our website at www.trinityucccollegeville.org; click
on “Online Giving” to give securely online by check or debit/credit card.

Support Trinity When You Shop for Christmas this year!
 SERRV INTERNATIONAL - fair trade ⬧ handmade ⬧nonprofit
Want to make a difference? You can support Trinity by shopping
fair trade at SERRV! Shop from

https://www.serrv.org/?a-TrinityUCC,
and we'll earn 20% for our church. Plus, you'll be supporting
SERRV International, a fair-trade nonprofit organization.
We think you'll love the beautiful handcrafts SERRV has to offer.

 DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON.COM?
Select Trinity Reformed UCC in Collegeville as your charity and
Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to our
church*. Follow the link on our website or go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1353276
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FUN FOR DISCIPLES OF ALL AGES
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Christmas
Traditionally, the church sanctuary is decorated with poinsettias for Christmas Eve
Services. If you would like to order a poinsettia plant/s to decorate our sanctuary,
please complete the attached form and, along with your payment, place it in the
offering or return it to the Church
Office by, December 19th. The cost of
each poinsettia plant is $11.00.
Make checks payable to “Trinity
Reformed UCC” and note “Poinsettia
Order” in the memo field and enclose
the “2021 Poinsettia Order Form”. You
may bring home your poinsettia/s
between December 26th and January
9th.
Cut here and submit with your payment

2021 Poinsettia Order Form
Number of Plants: _______ x $11.00 = ___________
Given by: ____________________________________
In memory of: ________________________________
(Optional)
(please print)
OR
In honor of: __________________________________
(Optional)
(please print)
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Please see Pages 5 for our
Christmas Eve Services.
Order Poinsettias by
December 19 (page 14).

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Suzanne Schwarz-Green
PastorSuzanneSG@gmail.com
Office
Nick Vlaisavljevic
Organist (supply):
TBD
Sextons:
Earl Hallman
Cheryl Hallman
Pat Diehl
Chancel Choir:
Carolyn Santoro
Adult Bell Choir:
Cindy Golden
Cherub & Junior Choirs: Carolyn Santoro
Chime & Youth Bell Choirs: Cindy Golden
Pastor:

THE BELL STAFF
Coordinator:
Peg Schwarz-Green
Kathy Kratz
Ann Ullman
Ann McCann
Carol Washburn
John & Audrey Schmidt

For worship information and other
updates, please check our website at
TrinityUCCcollegeville.org,
call the office at 610-489-4223,
or email us at
trinityucc1854@verizon.net
Please notify the office if you need a
large print version of The Bell!
Let us know if you address has
changed. Trinity has to pay for any
returned issues of The Bell.

