


November 30, 2025

WELCOME |

|

Welcome to Trinity Reformed UCC, where all are welcome, especially those who are single, }
married, widowed, divorced, rich, middle-class, poor, LGBTQIA+ (or not), living nearby or far
away. No matter where you were born, what language you speak, your skin color, ethnicity,
~ culture, ability, or disability, we welcome you. We love crying newborns, active toddlers, kids, |
_youths, adults, and seniors, and people who are thick, thin, short, tall, or in between. We
welcome you whether you can sing high, sing low, sing only in the shower, try to sing, or if you
cannot carry a tune in a bucket (our pastor can’t either). You’re welcome if you are a first- |
time visitor, have been here before, are a member, or if you do not really know
why/what/who brought you here. We welcome you if you attend church weekly, sometimes,

' rarely, never, or if this is your first time ever. We welcome you if you are baptized, aren’t r
baptized, don’t know, or don’t even know what that means. We extend a special welcome to |
you if you have been hurt by the Church and hope you will find nothing but love here. Please
know that we welcome you with all your questions, doubts, beliefs, disbeliefs, and unbelief. g“‘
in short: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey: You are welcome here.

Period.

NEW OR FIRST TIME HERE?

Thank you for choosing to worship here today. We are blessed by your presence.
If you have questions, need assistance, or would like to be contacted, please let one of the
ushers know and/or fill out one of the visitor cards located in the pews.

YOUNG DISCIPLES

We love children! Our greeters have activity pads for kids. Please let us know if you need a
space to care for your child. Also, please consider enrolling your child in our Sunday School,
which meets September-June on the 2nd & 4th Sundays from 10:30-11:30AM. We look
forward to seeing you and your family!

Staff

Pastor: Rev. Suzanne E. Schwarz-Green Administrative Assistant: Fable Teaford
Voice & Bell Choirs: Robert Rudolph, MM Organist: Robert Rudolph, MM




Order of Worship
November 30, 2025 — First Sunday of Advent
(*Congregation may stand; Bold indicates Congregational responses)

PRELUDE Come, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS EpwARD BOUGHTON
OPENING WORDS/GREETINGS PASTOR SUZANNE
ProcesstonaL HymMN  NCH 116 O Come, O Come EMMANUEL Vs.1,2,3
*CALL TO WORSHIP AND CANDLE LIGHTING

L: Today we light the first candle of Advent - the candle of hope.

C: We light this candle remembering that hope isn't passive waiting.

L: Isaiah saw nations streaming toward peace when war surrounded him. He saw

swords beaten into plowshares when violence seemed inevitable.

C: We dare to name God's vision even when everything around us says it's
impossible.

L: This flame reminds us that hope is active - it's preparation for what God is already
building.

C: We kindle hope in a world that often feels dark. We choose to believe God's future

is breaking into our present right now.

ALL: God of promise, as we light this candle of hope, wake us up to the urgency of your
kingdom. Help us see where you're already at work and give us courage to join you
there. Through Christ, our hope made flesh. Amen. (the candle is lit)

L: Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD: ALL: Amen.

*CALL TO CONFESSION
We come to Advent with mixed hearts - carrying both longing and weariness, both
faith and doubt. We've made mistakes this past year. We've hurt others and
ourselves. We've participated in things we're not proud of. Let's be honest before
God about where we actually are.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of grace, we confess that we come to you imperfect and incomplete. We have
failed to love as you love. We have spoken words that wounded, stayed silent
when we should have spoken, acted in ways that harmed others and ourselves.
We have turned away from you and from our neighbors. We have accepted
brokenness as unchangeable and injustice as inevitable. Forgive us. Renew us.
Help us turn toward you and toward the life you offer. Amen.

(Moment of silent contemplation, confession, and prayer.)



KYRIE (RESPONSIVE) NCH 750 (LorRD, HAVE MERCY UPON US, CHRIST..., LORD...)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

L: Hear the good news: In Christ, your sins are forgiven. God does not hold your
failures against you. You are freed from guilt and shame, released from the past, and
sent forward with clean hands and hopeful hearts. This is the promise - you are
forgiven and made new. Thanks be to God!

All:  Thanks be to God.

*HYMN OF FAITH NCH 112 Keep AwAKE, BE ALWAYS READY ALL
TimME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

God who breaks into our waiting with urgent hope, open our eyes. Help us see
where swords are already becoming plowshares and where you're calling us to
join that work. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Hebrew Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5 OT pg 631 in pew Bible

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 NTpg 27 in pew Bible
SERMON Hope CAN'T WAIT PASTOR SUZANNE
*HyYMN OF RESPONSE NCH 530 Gob, OurR AUTHOR AND CREATOR 1,2

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND PRAYER RESPONSE BLUE HYMNAL, UNDER PEw #506

Sung Response: Hear our prayer, O Lord; Hear our prayer, O Lord;

Hear our prayer, O Lord; And grant us Thy peace. Amen.

CALL TO THE OFFERING t-""" i[*]

As we begin this Advent journey, we offer our gifts in gratitude for God's 3 -:"" : 'ﬂ-l
faithfulness and in hope for the work God is doing through this o R
community.

(PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE OFFERING PLATE. OR GIVE ONLINE USING THE QR CODE)

OFFERTORY SOUNDS OF ADVENT LEE DENGLE CHANCEL CHOIR
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE ~ NCH 429 WE PRAISE YOU O Gob Vs.1

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.



We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks, O God of promise and hope... And so
with all the faithful who have kept hope alive through every generation, we join our
voices in this ancient hymn of praise:

ToOmTo

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabath.

Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Thy Glory’
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!

L: Holy are you, and blessed is Jesus Christ... Drink from it, all of you."

L: Remembering Christ's death and resurrection, and trusting in your promise that
hope will have the final word, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

L: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine... Through Christ, with
Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, eternal
God, now and forever

C: Amen.

*LoRD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.

We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread.
The cup we share is a sharing in the life of Christ.

The cup of blessing is our participation in the blood of Christ.
Come now, for all things are ready!

ToOT O

SHARING THE ELEMENTS
(Congregation comes forward to receive communion)



COMMUNION HYMN COME TO THE TABLE OF GRACE (PEACE...LOVE...JOY.) CHANCEL CHOIR

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

God of all hope, we thank you for this feast where your kingdom becomes real to us in
bread and wine. As this meal has nourished our bodies, may your Spirit nourish our souls
with hope that refuses to wait. Send us from this table awake and alive, watching for where
you are at work and ready to join you there. Through Christ, who is our hope made flesh,
we offer ourselves to you. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN BLUE HYMNAL 97 HARK , THE GLAD SOUND ALL

ANNOUNCEMENTS, COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:

L: Go into this week with eyes wide open to where God's kingdom is breaking through.
The God who promised peace through Isaiah goes with you. The Christ who calls you
to stay awake sustains you. The Spirit who plants hope in dry ground empowers you.
Go in peace to love and serve God.

All:  Thanks be to God. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NCH 614 GO FORTH, O PEOPLE OF GOD  (REFRAIN ONLY)
POSTLUDE THEN SHALL YOUR LIGHT BREAK FORTH PATRICIA LOU HARRIS
\Winter Coat Drive Advent
W hat: new or gently used Potlu k /
winter wear - coats, hats, 7“{/{[{@(@ 1

mittens, scarves, etc. for

aduits and children Featuring caroling with the Church Band
When first 2 Sundays in o and Men’s Barbershop Quartet J“
December: Dec. 7 and Dec. 14 o :

(e )\/here: Look for a donation bin
“ 3} in the inner entry way an

f@ those dates

‘Benefit for St james Outreach
House and

Cradles to Crayons December 7%
After Worship




CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM: SOUNDS OF ADVENT

O Come, O Come Immanuel. and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely excile here until the Son of God appear

Rojoice! Rejoicel
Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence and with fear and trembling,
stand:
ponder nothing, earthly-minded, for with blessing in His hand.
Christ Our God to earth descending, come our homagg to
demand

O Come, blest Dayspring; Come and cheer our spirits by Your
advent here.
disperse the gloomy clounds of night and death’s dark shadows

put to flight

Rejoice! Rejoicel
Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

HRISTMAS E
ik e%?/?/m'

7:00 PM  The Story of Christmas 4
9:00 PM  Christmas. Carols & Candlelight




Please fill out the information below and return no later than
NOON on Dec 15 with your payment of $11.00 per Poinsettia,
The form and check (payable to: Trinity Reformed Church UCcC
with “Poinsettias” in the memo line) can be placed in the

Total Number of Poinsettias ordered

Total amount enclosed with order
(11 per poinsettia)

Given By:

in [J honor [J memory [ celebration of

Name or Event:

Given By:;

N [J honor [ memory [ celebration of

Name or Event:

Given By:

in [J honor [] memory [] celebration of

Name or Event:

Given By:

in [J honor [] memory [ ] celebration of

Name or Event:
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Isa. 11:1-12; Exod. 19-20:17

Unison

O Come, O Come, Emmanue]

Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 171¢
Based on ancient antiphons from Advent Vespers
Transl. John Mason Neale, 1851, and others; al;
St. 2, 7, transl. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916; aly,
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Isa. 2:1-5; 60:1-3; 64:1-9; Mart. 24:36~44;

Keep Awake, Be Always Ready

Arthur G. Clyde, 1993

Rom. 13:11-14; 1 Cor. 1:3-9; 1 Thess. 3.9-13
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2 Rise and shine for One is com - ing whose love will quench all
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branch-es burst forth green, God’s ad - ventsigns are seen: Hal-le - lu - jah!
car - nate, God ap - pears em - brac - ing all our tears: Hal-le - lu - jah!

c2afd < —Fﬂﬁb@%%ﬂgz
— ._Jj;.]ﬁlrtﬁ, = —

o

T

A
]

Christ’s judg-ment won, God’s will be done; God’s new do-min-ion thus be - gun.
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God Our Author and Creator 530

Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1985 Gen. 1:1-2:3; Acts 17:22-31; Rom. 12:2; John 3:16-17

Unison
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1 God our Au-thor and Cre-a-tor, in whoselife we find our own,
2 Like those first a - pos-tles, Sav-ior, give us strength to  love and serve:
3 Keep us faith-ful, Ho-ly Spir-it, helpus  bear the mes-sage true,
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make our dai-ly wit - ness great-er, by our lives make your love known.
when our faint-ing spir-its wa-ver, fire our hearts and steel our nerve.
that at last all lands may hear it: “God is love; Christ died for you.”
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Help us show how love em-brac-es those whom fear and greed down-trod;
Teachus wis-dom and com-pas-sion: bid our rest-less thoughts be still;
Join ourlives in might-y cho-rus till we come from ev - ery place,
J— £ o
T — — ] T 1 + T ]
f j

T 3| o T T I
_’L"___b':j:ﬁ‘—H 1 i T i 1 T
] ! ‘ il |

in all yeam-ing hearts and fac-es let us see a childof God.
by your guid-ance help us fash-ion lives con-formed un - to your will
with all those who went be - fore us, to the full - ness of God’s grace.
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9 7 LOBT GOTT IHR CHRISTEN ALLZUGLEICH (HERMANN)
PriLte Dobbribee, 1735 C. M. Nicoraus Hermann, 1554
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1. Hark, the glad sound, the  Sav - joyur comes, The Sav - jour

2. He  comes the pris - oners  to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3. He  comes, the bro - ken heart to bind, The bleed - ing
4. Our  glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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rich the hum-ble poor, . . ., En - rich the hum-ble Ppoor,
Thy be - lov - &d name, . . . With Thy be - lov - &d name, A-MEN,
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UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS

Red Cross
Dec 5, Dec19, Jan 2

December 24, 2025
Christmas Eve Services

Registration: 7pm and Spm
December 7, 2025 January 18, 2026
Advent Potluck and Carols Coffee and Conversation
After Worship =
.. OFFICIAL CALL: )ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING )
Decem ber 21 T & POTLUCK LUNCHEON
Coffee and Conversation January 25, 2025 «

After Worship
Everybody is invited to bring a dish to share. @ J

Thank You
Flowers: in memory of the dearly departed of Trinity
Ushers/Greeters: John & Jen Knighton Reader: Mary Ellen DeWane

The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” During Advent our paraments are blue to
symbolize anticipation and hope. During Advent we prepare for Christ’s coming on Christmas.
PRAYER BOX For the week of November 30, 2025 ]

Please include the following individuals/causes to your daily prayers this week and also Jet us
know if prayers need added or removed:

Special Requests: Jennifer M. (niece of Jim G.) e Allice Golassi (Aunt of Robert R)  Shannon C.
* Owen and family (friends of Bev A.) *Peggy S. (Dianne S.’s mother in law) e Dialysis D (friend
of Mary Ellen)

Ongoing Prayer Needs: Joan R.  Hubie B. e Ruth F. e Audrey S. o George D.  Glenn D. e Cliff
P. e Jeanne B. ¢ Ben and Jess. (Beth Z. godson and wife) e Josh (family of Deb §’ friends) o
Leslie H » Maria L. (mother of Nicole P.) ¢ Jade (Pastor Suzanne’s granddaughter)




FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

November 30, 2025 Matthew 24:36-44
Called to Gift

The season of Advent has begun. Four weeks till the birth of Christ. Four weeks of
journeying to Bethlehem. Four weeks of lighting candles around the Advent
wreath.

I love this season that begs for us to turn our back on the commercial frenzy of the
holiday so that we can embrace the spiritual practices of slowing down and, as
Matthew’s Gospel tells us, learn to be “watchful” for we do not know when the Son
of Man will return.

I will admit that I am an advocate for Advent. But no matter how hard I try to
do the holidays differently than those around me, I get sucked into the busyness.
And if there is one thing that I really dislike the most about this time of year, it’s the
gift giving.

Now before I am labeled a Grinch — or worst yet, a Scrooge — let me explain. My
anxiety with Christmas gifts stems from the fact that I never have any idea what to
get those I love. I envy those who know just what trinket would make their spouse,
friend, or child smile.

Last year, I was especially drawing a blank as to what to get my father. Then two
days before December 25, I remembered the jar of homemade mincemeat I had in
my cupboard. I then remembered how much my father loved mincemeat pies.

I had an epiphany. I would make him a pie. The choice of this gift felt so right. I was
excited to prepare it, imagining the joy on his face when I gave it to him. And the
day I gave it to him, his expression of joy was better than I imagined.

I realized then that being a good gift giver is all about being attentive to others — to
borrow from Matthew, being “watchful” — and truly learning how to listen.

Gift giving isn’t hard when you realize gifts are all around you.

There’s a term in the Church that I happen to love, especially this time of year when
we might be struggling with our Christmas shopping lists. It's “called to gift.” At
first glance, it might seem grammatically incorrect. Called to do what? Gift?

But “called to gift” reminds us to take the spiritual gifts we have been given by God
and share them with others. We are called to gift the world with the light that shone
that holy night. We are called to gift strangers with adoration just like the Magi
bestowed on Jesus. We are called to gift our loved ones with the same song of peace
and good will that the angels sang announcing the babe’s birth.

What are you being “called to gift” this season?

God, as the season of Advent begins, we remember how out of great love for us you
gave us Jesus. That is the most amazing gift we have ever received. Help us now to
share that gift of love with others. Help us to become amazing gift givers of your Spirit,
Word and Truth. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for UNITED CHURCH
the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) OF CHRIST
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