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January 11, 2026

WELCOME

- Welcome to Trinity Reformed UCC, where all are welcome, especially those who are single,
married, widowed, divorced, rich, middle-class, poor, LGBTQIA+ (or not), living nearby or far
~away. No matter where you were born, what language you speak, your skin color, ethnicity,
culture, ability, or disability, we welcome you. We love crying newborns, active toddlers, kids,
youths, adults, and seniors, and people who are thick, thin, short, tall, or in between. We |
- welcome you whether you can sing high, sing low, sing only in the shower, try to sing, or if you |
cannot carry a tune in a bucket (our pastor can’t either). You’re welcome if you are a first-
time visitor, have been here before, are a member, or if you do not really know };;,
- why/what/who brought you here. We welcome you if you attend church weekly, sometimes,
rarely, never, or if this is your first time ever. We welcome you if you are baptized, aren’t
baptized, don’t know, or don’t even know what that means. We extend a special welcome to
you if you have been hurt by the Church and hope you will find nothing but love here. Please
- know that we welcome you with all your questions, doubts, beliefs, disbeliefs, and unbelief.
~ Inshort: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey: You are welcome here.
Period.

NEW OR FIRST TIME HERE?

Thank you for choosing to worship here today. We are blessed by your presence.
If you have questions, need assistance, or would like to be contacted, please let one of the
ushers know and/or fill out one of the visitor cards located in the pews.

YOUNG DISCIPLES

We love children! Our greeters have activity pads for kids. Please let us know if you need a
space to care for your child. Also, please consider enrolling your child in our Sunday School,
which meets September-June on the 2nd & 4th Sundays from 10:30-11:30AM. We look
forward to seeing you and your family!

Staff

Pastor: Rev. Suzanne E. Schwarz-Green Administrative Assistant: Fable Teaford
Voice & Bell Choirs: Robert Rudolph, MM Organist: Robert Rudolph, MM




Order of Worship
January 11, 2026 — Baptism of Christ
(*Congregation may stand; Bold indicates Congregational responses)

PRELUDE CHOPIN PRELUDE NUMBER 15 IN D FLAT MAJOR MIKE RUHL
OPENING WORDS/GREETINGS PASTOR SUZANNE
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN NCH 556 Gobp, WHO STRETCHED THE SPANGLED HEAVENS ~ ALL

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: The heavens opened.

C And the Spirit descended like a dove.

L: A voice from heaven spoke.

C "This is my Son, the Beloved."

L: Before Jesus preached a sermon, healed anyone, or performed a single miracle—
C God named him Beloved.

L Before we accomplish anything, achieve anything, or prove anything—.

C God names us Beloved too

L Come, let us worship the God who claims us before we perform.

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Baptism reminds us who we are. But we forget. We get confused about what
matters. We lose track of whose we are. Let's be honest before God.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of grace, we confess that we get tangled up in the wrong questions. We worry
more about what people think than what you say. We compare ourselves to
others instead of resting in your claim on our lives. We forget that you named us
beloved, and we spend our days trying to become something we already are.
Forgive us. Remind us whose we are. Amen.

(Moment of silent contemplation, confession, and prayer.)

KYRIE  (RESPONSIVE) NCH 750 (LORD, HAVE MERCY UPON US, CHRIST..., LORD...)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND PASSING OF THE PEACE

L: Here is the good news: Before you woke up this morning, God loved you. Before you
prove yourself or fail yourself, God calls you Beloved. In Christ, you are forgiven and
made new.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

L: Having received God's love and assurance, let us share the peace of Christ with one

another, saying: May the peace of Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you. (Share signs of peace with one another)



*HyMN OF FAITH NCH 283 SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD

TiME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

God who speaks over the waters, open our hearts to hear your voice today. Speak your
truth into our lives. Through Christ, the Beloved. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Hebrew Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9 OT pg 670 in Pew Bible
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 NTpg 3 in Pew Bible
SERMON IF ONLY WE BELIEVED PASTOR SUZANNE

*HYmN OF RESPONSE~ TFWS 2130 (ENCLOSED) THE SUMMONS ALL

L: In baptism, God claims us as beloved children. We don't earn this identity. We
receive it. Let us remember our baptism together.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (IN UNISON)
We are God's beloved children, claimed before we perform, loved before we
achieve, named before we prove ourselves. We are baptized into Christ—not by
our worthiness but by God's grace. We are called to become who we already are:
people marked by water and the Spirit, people becoming love. Thanks be to God!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND PRAYER RESPONSE BLUE HYMNAL, UNDER PEW #506
Sung Response: Hear our prayer, O Lord; Hear our prayer, O Lord;
Hear our prayer, O Lord; And grant us Thy peace. Amen.
CALL TO THE OFFERING E]’EMJ.'E
T dd,

We bring our gifts not to earn God's love but to respond to it. Let us offer ;;_ : 1
what we have with grateful hearts. :"'.: "

(PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE OFFERING PLATE. OR GIVE ONLINE USING THE QR CODE) Py i

OFFERTORY LoRrD, LEAD ME LORD ARR. MARTIN CHANCEL CHOIR

*CONGREGATIONAL REsPONsE UMH 94 PRAISE GOD , FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ , whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING
God of grace, you have named us and claimed us. Receive these gifts as our
response to your love. Use them to help others discover they are beloved too.
Transform what we give and who we are becoming. Through Christ, the Word
made flesh. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.

Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN NCH 451 BE THou My VisiON Vs.1,3,4

ANNOUNCEMENTS, COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:

L: Go now, beloved children of God. You are claimed. You are named. May you always
know who you are and whose you are.. Remember,God calls you Beloved and
always will.

ALL:  Amen! Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID AMEN (ONCE)
And all the people said Amen.
Whoa all the people said Amen.
Give Thanks to the Lord for his love never ends.
All the people say Amen. Yeah!

POSTLUDE CHOPIN ETUDE OPUS 25 NUMBER 1 IN A FLAT MAJOR MIKE RUHL

Practice for Becomin

start each morning this week ,
by looking in the mirror and
reminding yourself aloud,

" am God's beloved.”
Notice how it feels 1o claim
this identity before yf>u do
anything productive



The Summons
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1. Wil you come and fol - low me if I but call
2. Will you leave your-self be- hind if I but call
3. Will you let the blind - ed see if I but call
4, Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call
5. Lord, your sum-mons ech - oes true when you but «call
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your name? Will you go where you don’t know and
your name? Will you care for cruel and kind and
your name? Will you set the pris- oners free and
your name? Will you quell the fear in - side and
my name. Let me turn and fol - low you and
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nev - er be the same? ___ Will you let my love be
nev - er be the same? ____ Will you risk the hos - iile
nev - er be the same? ____ Will you kiss the lep - er
nev - er be the same? ___ Will you use the faith you've
nev - er be the same. . In your com-pa - ny Il
A ! 1 ) . ; ,
‘ e o B } % = 1 —
(R - S_‘T“*‘f‘“_i_-a—-,‘ ]
shown, . will you let my name be known,_ will you
stare _ should your life at - tract or scare? . Will you
clean, __ and do such as this un - seen, and ad -
found ___  to re - shape the world a - round, _ through my
go where your love and foot-steps show.__ Thus I’ll
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let my life be grown in you and you in me?
let me an-swerprayer in you and you in me?
mit to what I mean in you and you in me?
sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
move and live and grow in you and you in me
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Catherine Cameron, 1967 Gen. 5:1-2; Isa. 42:5-9
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I God, who stretched the span - gled heav - ens in - fi - nite in time and place,
2 We have ven - tured worlds un - dreamed of since the child-hood of our race;
3 As each far hor - i - zon beck - ons, may it chal-lengeus a - new,
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l God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 556
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Flung the sunsin bum-ing ra - diance through the si-lent fields of space;
Known the ec-sta - sy of wing-ing  through un - trav-eled realmsof space;
Chil - dren of cre - a - tive pur - pose, serv - ing oth-ers, hon-oring you.
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We, your chil - dren, in your like-ness, share in-ven-tive powers with you;
Probedthe se - crets of the at- om, yield-ing un -i - mag - ined power,
May our dreams prove rich with prom-ise, each en-deav-or, well be - gun;

£ 2

[ 1 1

I. L 1 T ] B Ll 1 1 | i 1 1 T { B j

I 1 H i} 1 1] f # 1 1 I 1 ; 1
A ¥ ; [ e T e B , | | .

;] J— I i 1 1 1 T 1 1] 1S T po— i i 1 | | i |

L} | 1! 1 P ] I %, . | ! ! —| 1] 1 [ i

 —— T " —d—f—‘*jr—ﬂq
CEEEEE ﬂf‘ "44%1 v ° & o
Great Cre - a - tor, still cre - a - ting, show us what we yet may do.

Fac -ing wus with life’s de - struc-tion or our most tri - um-phant hour.
Great Cre - a - tor, give us  guid-ance till our goalsand yoursare one.
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Catherine Cameron, a professor of social psychology in Tune: HOLY MANNA 8.7.8.7.D.
California, wrote this text in 1967 with Haydn’s Austrian William Moore, 1825

Hymn in mind. This tune, Holy Manna, appeared in The
Columbian Harmony (1825), and was attributed to the compiler
of that volume, William Moore.

Words Copyright © 1967 by Hope Publishing Company



Spirit of the Living God 283

Daniel Iverson, 1926 Acts 11:15; 2 Cor. 3:1-6; Gal. 5:25
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Spir - it of the liv - ing God, fall a-fresh on me;
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Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
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Spir - it of the liv - ing God, fall a-fresh on me.
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byterian minister Daniel Iverson was inspired to write this Tune: IVERSON 7.5.7.5.8.7.5.
“392’:6 evening while attending revival services led by the Daniel Iverson, 1926

Stephans Evangelistic Party in Orlando, Florida, in
became widely popular at similar meetings before it was
ed several years later.



Be Now My Vision

Ancient Irish text, c. 8th century; transl. Mary E. Byrne, 1905

Versified by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912; adapt,
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1 Be now my vi - sion, O God of my  heart;
2 Be now my wis - dom, and be my true word;
3 Rich-es I need not, nor life’s emp -ty  praise,

- en, my vic - to - 1y won,

4 Sov-ereign of heav
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Dating from the eighth century or earlier, this Irish hymn was
translated into prose by Mary Byrne. It was then versified by Eleanor
Hull, author of several books on Irish literature and history. David

Evans arranged the Irish melody for this text in 1927.

Harmanizating Canueisht 8 1037 Nvfard {Iniversit Prace Bram the REVISER CHIROH

noth-ing sur - pass - es the love you im - part—
ev - er with - in me, my soul is as - sured;
you, my in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways;
may 1 reach heaven’s joys, (0] bright heav-en’s  Sun!
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You my best  thought, by day or by night,
Moth - er and Fa - ther, you are both to me,
You and you on - ly - are first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev-e be - fall
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, your pres - ence my light.
now and for - ev - er  your child I wil be.
great God, my trea - sure, may we nev - er part.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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Tune: SLANE 10.10.9.10.
Traditional Irish melody
Harm. David Evans, 1927



UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS

January 18, 2026
Coffee and Conversation
After Worship

OFFICIAL CALL: ) ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING )

=== & POTLUCK LUNCHEON
January 25, 2025 «

After Worship

Everybody is invited to bring a dish to share.

Thank You
Flowers: In honor of Trinity’s Dearly Departed
Ushers/Greeters: Chris and Melissa Weleski Reader: Cindy Golden

The Epiphany season begins on Epiphany Day (Jan. 6) and ends with the start of Lent on Ash
Wednesday. Aside from some special celebrations, the season is represented by the color
green, celebrating the growing revelation of God in Christ through Jesus's earthly ministry.

PRAYER BOX For the week of January 11, 2026
Please include the following individuals/causes to your daily prayers this week and also let us
know if prayers need added or removed:

Special Requests: Jennifer M. (niece of Jim G.) ¢ Allice Golassi (Aunt of Robert R) ¢ Shannon C.
e Owen and family (friends of Bev A.) ePeggy S. (Dianne S.’s mother in law) ¢ Fable T. (Admin
at Trinity)  Mike (son -in-law of Joan Auch) e Carson (Chris W. colleague) ¢ Beth Z. (Tim Z)
Bob T. (friend of Jane S.) e George D. * Robert R.

Ongoing Prayer Needs: Joan R. e Hubie B. ¢ Ruth F. ¢ Audrey S. ¢ Glenn D. e Cliff P. e Jeanne
B. e Ben and Jess. (Beth Z. godson and wife) e Josh (family of Deb S’ friends) e Leslie H « Maria
L. (mother of Nicole P.) e Jade (Pastor Suzanne’s granddaughter) e Jane D.




FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

January 11, 2026 Mathew 3: 13-17
Possibilities Unfolding
The Baptism of Christ

The sacrament of baptism is still so shrouded in mystery and misunderstanding.
In conversations with families, I often discover the desire to have their child baptized is
rooted in an expectation to carry on a tradition.

Baptism, though, is a rite not a tradition. It's a moment where a child is claimed as
Christ’s own. It's a moment where family — both blood and spiritual — make a
commitment, promising to raise the child in the faith. And in that moment that I hold
the child in my arms, there is a holy, fleeting second where I realize only God knows
the future. It is only God that holds the possibilities born at the font that will keep
unfolding for the child till the day their last breath is taken.

Yet after the water is sprinkled on a child’s forehead, the excitement of these God
possibilities is pushed aside for a slice of the celebratory cake and photo ops with the
newly baptized.

What does it take for us to remember our baptismal identities as Christ's own?
How would that identify then shape our lives?

Thomas Merton, a 20th-century Catholic monk, addressed unfolding possibilities in
a letter he wrote to a young mission worker who had become cynical and jaded.
First, Merton urged the mission worker to stop relying on a job for fulfillment and to
shape one’s identity. This is only the world’s way of trying to fend off a despairing sense
of “nothingness.”

Rather Merton advised that, “All the good that you will do will come not from you but
the fact that you have allowed yourself, in obedience to faith, to be used by God’s love.”

Once we truly allow God to use our lives, the need to prove our worth disappears.
We are set free to be our authentic selves, allowing God’s power to work through us.

“The big results are not in your hands, but they suddenly happen. There is no point in
building our lives on personal satisfaction,” said Merton.

Through the waters of baptism, we are claimed as Christ’s own. But the question
remains to be answered: Do our lives reflect who we belong to? Are the possibilities
unfolding before us truly God possibilities?

God, we know Your plans for us are higher and better than we could ever imagine. We
want to die to self and live for You. We want to claim our identities as Christ’s own. Give
us the strength to do so. Help us to let go of our tight group on who we think we are or
who we wish to be. May we surrender completely to Your will, so that all Your beautiful
possibilities might be revealed. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for {Q%}&:%i\ UNITED CHURCH
the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) éﬁ%ﬁﬁj:’ OF CHRIST
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