
The following scripture references are included to help you reflect upon this question…… 

What do you think that God is calling our church to do/become over the next few years?   

I Peter 2: 9-10     But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 

in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

Luke 4:18-19     The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 

the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

II Corinthians 4: 1, 7-16a     Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this 

ministry, we do not lose heart. … But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made 

clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.  We are afflicted 

in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not 

forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that 

the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being 

given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal 

flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is 

in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we 

speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and 

will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 

extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not 

lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day 

by day. 

 

Isaiah 58: 6-11    Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 

thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your 

bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, 

to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 

vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, 

and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, here I am. If you remove the 

yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to 

the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and 

your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in 

parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a 

spring of water, whose waters never fail. 



 


